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reflection, of intellectual activity, and aesthetic enjoyment,
but withal a life as selfish and individualistic as that of the
most indifferent citizen or scoffing" sophist. Such was the
ideal of the tendency which the work of Plato encouraged,
though he was trying to point the way out of the maze.
Even before the dawn of the Christian era there were many
who had come to look upon such a life as possessing religious
and moral merit To this tendency was added an element of.
Oriental asceticism which considered that the sacrifice entailed
in the withdrawal from social intercourse, the rigid control of
the appetite, the absence of the ordinary comforts of life, and
the endurance of physical pain possessed peculiar moral effi-
cacy. In this way the Platonic philosophy entered with Ori-
ental asceticism into the foundation of Christian monastieism.
In yet one other respect Platonisiu reacted practically upon
the life of subsequent generations. Jiy making it apparent
that there was a life of high aspiration and endeavor separable
from and higher than citizenship, the way was prepared for
the establishment of the Christian Church. Kven in The
Republic the philosophers were, so to speak, outside the ranks
of citizenship and exercised their control from without by
despotic authority. In reality the philosophers of the Pla-
tonic group had little or no interest in public a,('fairs. With
the organization of these and similar groups of philosophers
into schools, an institution extra-state, even extra-social, was
formed; while membership in these came to be looked upon
not only as permissible but in the highest degree worthy.
When the Christian religion was introduced as but another
one of these schools holding peculiar doctrines, following
ideals of conduct sharply differentiated from ordinary social
customs, and considering the type of life represented by it: as
greatly superior to the life of the ordinary citizen, it found
the way well prepared both in theory and in actual practice
by Plato and his followers,
Aristotle (384-322 B.C.), as the one of these educational